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nork, ralfme, til{ il}itiffi sonfamnce dlrwl i00 prrtieipntr
A :, thc"Work. Weliare. and Polilics"confcrcnce .p,.rr:ored by CSWS ear)icr rhis ycar drew trr

fl 
a closc. thc1e,)1,rs tdlk among participants oi making il an anrrrral evenf. People wcre

i/l dreaming rrf iistscrvs and nervslelters, nelv priblications ancl renervcd energy for organiz-
ing. The event was co-sponsored by CSI{S arrd the Labor Educalion and Research Center with
a grart from the Wa;'ne Morse Chair of La\v and Politics. It drcrv an estimated 5(10 scholars,
activists, policv makers, students, community nrembers. and fbrmer and current rvelfare
recipicnts from the Unitcd States and elservhere on Fcbmary 28 and 29, and rvas called a
success on many Ironl:.

"One of thc most hcaftcning iirinss about tl.rc confcrence \vas thai researchers, activists,
and poiicy makcrs reall,, '  participa tcrl in a rl ialoglc rvith each othcr,"said Sandra lvlorgen,
CSWS director."lt really lr3Ppgns11, and that rvas onc of the nrain things I heard back, that we
rarell,get a chance to talk across boundaries, and ihis rvas a g-reat forunt h)r dojng fhat. ln
terms of the future, I rvoulcl sav that this is a too-rare occurrence. All of us need hr create the
conditions rvhcrc rve can talk rvith cach other as opposcd to talk to our own consti luetlcies."
Anothcr goal of thc confcrcnce rvas to shift the natul€ of the pr.rblic debate around rvelfare
reform.

"l founcl the confercnce a lvelcome antidote to a kind ofpublic debate or public perceptkrn
often fostered by the media that rvclfare refirrm has bccn an unmitigated good,"Morgen said.
"The point of tlre conference rvas not to trash rvelfare reform or to celebrate it, but to look at
the mixed outcomes. It rvas our hope thal pcople responsiblc lirr policies and services can build
on what has becn good about welf.are reform and change the course on thing:r that have been
bad fbr poor families."

Morgen saicl that the confcrence emphasized the importancc of the lorv-rvage labor markct
in thc rvelfare rcform debate."Welfare retbnn jn the absence of significant retbrm of the lorv-
rvage labor market simpJv consigns many f-amilies that ieave rvclfare for rvork to rvorking
povert;',"she said."Another important thing about thc conference was lraving people from
twenty-five states talking about rvl-rat they found in thcir states, and the resulis \^,'ere pretty
similar,"she said. Reflecting on hcr or'n rescarch, which she presented with co,investifiator
Joan Acker, Morgen said,"The results in C)regon echo rvhat is happening in other states: about
hvo-thirds ofthe people who Ieave rvelfare are empkryed, artd they work a lot ofhours.Their
pay is very 1ow, so low that in our sample from the interim data two-thirds of tfre families still
had household incomes belorv the poverty levei. Ar-rd all over the cor.urtry, even when peoplc
rnanage to get off of cash assistance to rvork, their need for assistance continuet particularly
their need for tbod stamps and me.dical care."

Morgen said that CS\{S will coniinue its focus on rvork and weifare. MorSpn. Acker, and
conference organizerTerri Heath are completing the final stages of their two-),ear stud)' on
welfare refomr in Oregon and rvill be making a final rcport in the earlv fall. A conference
publication based on the prcceedings is forthcoming as welJ. Excerpts from ke)'note and
plenary panel speakers are featured on pages six and seven of this newslettet and cxpanded
versions of the texts rvill soon be available at the CSWS rveb sitc.
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S. Matie Hnft)ell (left) and ShcrylTlntltLrnt B d

S. Marie Haruey, director of research, and
SheryI Tlnrbum Bird, research associate, are
ao"rently writing a proposal to the National
Institutes of Healtll to conduct research on the
arceplability of mcthods for the preuention of
sexiatlrl *insmined diseases tSiDi and HM
among u)omm, In partianla, tlxe rcsearchers ere
seeking a wethod tltat is"woman-controlled"-
an qecfiTte method thflt a woman can use witlt-
out lrcr partner's knowledge.ln this inteniew,
they.discuss some of lheir goals and strategies
JOf tne researctl proFct,

Q: What sorts of alternatives are there?
Harvey: I'm very interested in women
using the diaphragm. Data suggest that the
vaginal diaphragn, because it covers the
ceffif protects a€iainst some STDS.
Bild: New products are in development,
including new diaphragms and ceruical caps.
Some people have looked at using the
diaphragm where vou have it in place for
fwenty-lour hours and ldke il out once d day
to wash it and put it back in. Given the
evidence that it does prevent at least some
STD9 if it's a method that we can show
women would be willing to use, that might
provide more rationale for testing the
diaphragm for efficacy against HIV.
Q: So how will you find out?
H: We're proposing to do two studies. The
first is a study of women who use dia-
phragms (with Kaiser Permanente Center for
Health Research in Portland). Some of them
will be cunent diaphragm users and some
will be former diaphragm users, and we will
also survey a group from Kaiser thai is
randomly selected that use other methods.
That will be our comparison Koup.
Q: How rnany women?
B: Nine hundred and forty-eisht. Five
hundred and forty-eight formdr or current
users, and four hundred non,users. By
comparing these three groups we will learn
who is using diaphragms or not and why.

H: We talk about dual methods and dual
protection. And a diaphragnr offers dual
proiection because il protect:i both against
STDs and pregnano,. If rte can also show,
ultimatell; that it FrotL.cts asainst Hn', it 's
one methocl a \\0man can u:c ttLrr dual
purposes). Bc.cau:e iI rrru u:c :r.rc '--i] l  r iru
wil l also have to get \ '()ur t;:::rr ' : :1, -:.( :a!-
condom.
B:Anotherddvantage r .  t i . : :  : . . - : r : -  . .
diaphragm i. a pregnanfl f.(\a ". :
me lhod,  r , r 'hen  there  are  p  r r .  : . - -L -  . :  : -
easier for a woman to talk to her F,i:::.':
abouf using a pregnanc) prevcnrr,\r : (.r:, ' .:
even if it's not really the reason l'ht sitt'
wants to use it.
H: Study rwo. We need to look at high-risk
women.There are no high-risk rvomen using
the diaphragm.Young women don't use the
diaphragm. It's not used rvidely by Latinas or
African-Americans. So our approach is to do
a multi method study using focus p;roups
with African-Americans, Latinas, and white
women in Los Angeles.
B: With the focus groupt we will be getting
from them what they know, tell ing them
about the diaphragm, and trying to get their
perceptions and ideas about it. Then one of
the things we'll be able to do is"Idhat If?
What if this protected against HW? Then
what would you think?"Research shows that
there are cultural factors that influence
people's sexual behaviot so rve hope to be
able to capture some of that. At the end of
the focus groups, we're going to €iive them
coupons for diaphragms. We're going to track
the people who redeem their coupons and
carry out follow-up interviews and ask them
about their actual use. Then we'll be able to
compare the people that redeem the coupon
and the people who don't, and jook at the
people who do redeem and see whether their
ideas about it before they actually used it are
different from their ideas about it afteq, and get
a better undentanding of horv intenhons are
associated with actual behaviors.
(l: How many peopie are you talking about?
B: We plan to recruit about 200 uomen. The
intervierv data will be qualitati,, e, but l e'11
also have questionnaires. From a pub'lic
health perspective, evenlhing isni tusl
medical. Diseases have social r{)r)ts. The
social stmcture ofour socie.h is basicallv
whal is responsible [,-rr much ot the heilth
and well-being of the popuiation. The male
condom, for instance, is not the answer
because not all women can get their partner
to use male condoms, and if we don't
recognize that then rve're never going to be
able to prevent STDs among women.



The Ecologr of Dialogue
By Lynne Fessendery Proiect Manager, Ecological Conversations Program

| - \  i a ] r . g r r e  c o r n e s  f t o n r  l l t e  C r c c k d t p l n , o  l , . . : - r ,  r f  c '  h u \ r , , r o .  ' , , o  4 1 a  ' 1 s . 1  "  l l t t n r  X h
l J  \ n o l  t w o  a  d i a l u i : t t c  . . r l ,  b e  d l r "  t i  d n \  ' t  I | r \ " .  P r ' , l r c , . R ^  l r c l  n q n l ' t h '  r t c a n i n 3 . , l
lrue dialoE}1e, theoretical phvsicist Daricl Eohn nriic: lhal"lhe inage of lhis clerir 'ation
\Lrggesls a stream (rf meamng fl, lving aminq ns, thrLrtlr: lr Lls, behveen us a florv oi me aning
in the whl)le Faup, out of rvhich rri l l  errcrq(. somc ntrv unrlcrstanr-1ing, somcthing crcative."
Bohm believes that b-v learning to l isten h) onc anl)thcr, to hcar each other's ideas withoul

iudgmenL, lve can ulh]l. lately translbnrr our in,,l ir i t lual anrl collectivc conscior,rs.
During winter tel-m, participants ir1 ihe semirar ser jes for the CSWS-hosted risit ing felkxvs

progran, Ecological Conversations: Cr.ntlcr. Scici.rcc, .rnd tl-re Sacrecl, gol a iasle of real dja-
logue. Faculty ncmbers and studcnts ir( nr Lli\ ersc ai eas oi campus Gnglish, the Enrironmen
tal Studies Pro€iran-r, geological scicnccs, psvcholog; an,,1 1au.', to name a ferv) shared ideas and
perspectives with visit ir lg schoiars Calc San.' l i lands arrd Kanala Platt. Thc progirarn s first- veirr
thcme of gender and ccolop"r- highlights qucsfions raised bv tire convergence of r,ornen's anci
environrnental movemenls around the qlobe.

loel. artivisl. .rnd c,)mparati\e l i leraturr. scholar Kamala Platt spoke about her researclr on
the Environmcntal Juslicc uoctics of Chicanas anr.l South Asian rvomcn. \A4rilc sharing con-
temporary narrativcs, poetni anrl art ton.ns (mr,rrals, rcligions icons, anclT-shirt clcsiE;ns) that
erposc and analyzc cn\.ironnenlal racist.n, KarraLa itanted thc t-elationships of ccolog;-an.1
econorrrjcs in terms of rvhose rlght\.rre beius re\frert.d and \\,h se neglected. Kamala's
description of life in the colonias along tl-re \lexican Lrrrcler rvhere recycling evcrlthlnt is a
way of l i fe-had the group questioning \1.hat "enrironmcntally sound"living acluallv looks l ike.

Ceologist Greg Retallack took ris clccf-. ink) ()uf archehpal conreclion to landscapes b1'
proposing that soils,like goddesscs. clcscn'c our rvoLship. Aftcr illusLratins rhc life gving anl1
lifc -reguiating quaiit ies of soil, Gt eg cl e:e ri beJ his th eon lha t thc goddesses of ancicnt Grcecc
have personalif ies that \veie deterninecl ult imatch bv thc natr.rre of soil. Ljnking lhe land
scapes of sacred sites to lhe personalit ies of cleit ies led us into a discr-rssion of Jungan ar.che-

[, 'pes, and opened up quesiions on the use ol metaphors in scientif ic comtlrunlcation, and
ultimately to question the clefinil ion of l i ic itself.

Polit ical and feminist thcorist Cate Sandilands led us ft irther along in our connection to
"other,"by suggcstine that desir.e mat.be a kev element in thc clevelopment of an alternative
environmenlal sensibilit\'. Convcrsation ensued aboul the importance of ktuch (vs. sight) to a
reoriented praciice of erolicisrn rvith nature. Catc also spar-ked discrission on heierosexism's
role in impoverishing erotic expcricnccs of nature, ancl suggested that " queering" cthics, with a
focus on the redeplo\Trcnt of crotic expeiience, oifers a promising accon.tpaninent to a
democratic polit ics.

Robin Collin, professor of latr', cxpanLlcd on the idea oI environmental democrary in
discussing thc importance of addressing equitv anrl susiainabil ity sinu Ltaneoir sl1'. Robitr
pointed out the great divide behveen the literaturc of sustainabiliL_v (donrinaied by white males
from privileged institutions) antl lhe literature of environmental justice {prirnarily bv and about
people of coJor). Robin spokc of thc ineclualities oi iraditional"risk assessment,"anrl pointcd
oul that common glorind 1lill be attaincLl onl\'\vl-rcn risk assessrnent is"shared"and entire
communities are involved in cnvironmcntal clecision-making. She qucstJoncd horv equitabJe
environmental dccisions can be macle rvhen the pcople rnosl at risk are never at the table.

lrene Diamond, ?.sociatc ftuies<ur ., i ni-rl i lrcal *cr, 'ncc, aclCre:sed the knorn problern of
naming gendered approaches to ecological issues. She prefers "feminine ecology"to
ecofeminism- Irene also raised questions about thc interpretation and approaches to lhe
scicncc of reprocluction, and broueht to the table the conccpt of human far thenogenesis.

So, r.r'e gathered, rve spoke, rve listened, rve questionecl, and rve scldom appeed. Horvevet
rve cxposcd ourselves to nerv and different perspectives, and hopefullr.rve heard cach other.



New RIG
Social Sciences
Feminist ltetwork
rf his ncrv RIG is com-
I posud u[ ieorinist

scholarc committed to
pronloting tcminist
research and scholarly
rvork on a r.arietl' of topics
\vithin thc social sciences-
lts mission is to create a
supporlive network of
t'crninist srxial scientists
that inclucles not onlv
rnembcrs of the UO but
cvcntually other instihl-
tions as rvell. The mem-
bcrs plan to meet e\''el1.'
othcr q'cek to share and
support individual tvork;-
in-progrcss anci select
topics and rcading:; of
n]utual inlerest for
c'liscussion. The group also
wants t(r provicle support
for members' grant u.riting
and creatc Oppofiunities
for collaborativc, scholarly
work and research, For
nlore infornation, contact
Barbara Sutton, socioloEl,
Lntttr€dadcr,irg.uoregcrLedu.



Kud,os'!'
Joan Acker, Women in the Northwest Inihative,

will hold the post of Marie Jahoda Feminisl
Professor at Bochum University in Germany in May
and June. In addition. her article,"Revisiting Class:
Thinking fiom Gendet Race, and Organization"will
appear in the journ,r lSoria/Pnlr i i  '  in lare spring.

Lisa Arkin, CSWS affiIiate, will present the
paper."'Papa' Chalif : Leading American Dance
Education Out of lts Infancy"at the"Dancing in the
Millennium"international conterence in Washin gton
D.C. in Jul,y. Arkin has also received a substantial
monetary award trom the NationalWomen's Studies
Association's Academic Discrimination Task Force
this past February recognizing her"courageous fight
for justice" to challenge inshhltional discrimination
against women.

Richard Bear, \A/ired RIG, has joined lhe faculh'
of the Uni\erqit) ol Ore8on Libr.r l ,  as do.umenlc
and microf orms supeNisor.

Annette Bridges, iormer lane Crant Dissertation
Award recipient, has received her Ph.D. in compan-
tive literature and is now proeFam coordinator at the
Oregon Council for the Humanities in I'ortland.

Gaylene Carpenter, arts and administration,
presented the papet'A Longitudinal Examlnahon ot
Wants Out Of-Life Among Mid-life Adults:
lmplications for Event Managers"at the Convenhon/
El?O Summit sponsored by Geo.ge Washington
Universiry and the UniveL<iry oi NevdJd. Lar\ c8d.
Her recent publications include afiicles in lpisurc
Resenrcll Abstracts, Petmsylaatlia Recreotio at l Ptlrks,
and the UO online joumal, http://add.uoregon.edu/
culturework/cultureworkl 0.htnrl.

Linda F. Ettinger, applied information manage
ment, was the recipienl of tlvo grants in january, one
Iederal ($124250 ftom the U.S. Department of
Education) and one priEte ($52000 from
eCollege.com), to develop AIM Online the fi.st UO
graduate degree to be fully accessibie on the web.

An ariicle by Shari Huhndorf, English, will be
published in the summer issue of the journal C,ifirdl
1'?4 iry. The article,"Nanook and His Contemporar
ies: Imagining Eskimos in American Culture, 1897
1922,"is included in her book, CoittgNatiae: Figlring
the Itldiatl ifi Moden Alnericon Culhtrc, which ]s
torthcoming flom Comell University Press in spring
2001.

Anne Dhu Mclucas, dean of the School of
Music, is this year's winner of the Bishop Endow
ment Eugene Arts and Letters Award for her
contributions to the enrichment of Eugene s cultural
liIe.The award commiltee cited her personal artistr)t
dynamic professional leadership, and her work on
commiltees and boards as well as her promohon of
music education and forging of partneBhips
between the UO and arts organizations as endeavors
that have benefited the communitt'.

The book, Fat ly Lau,, by Leslie Harris, School of
Law, and Lee Teitelbaum, was published this spring
byAspen Publishers. In addition, an article by Harris,
"The Proposed ALI Child Support Pinciples,"will
appear in the fall issu e of the Willanptte Lau) Reoieu.
Recent presentations by HaEis include"The Larv and
Politics of WelJaJe to Work in Oregon," at the Work,

Wetare, and Politics conference in February, and the
"Valuing Families"kel.note at the C)regon Coalition
on Housing and Homelessness conference in April.

Ruth Kanagy, EastAsian languages and
literatures, presented a paper in March at the
Amencan Association ol Applied Linguistics
conference inVancouver, B.C. Her paper,"Disciplined
Lives, Gendered Selves: Discourses of Initiation in a
lohn Viddle schonl t  br\cd or eihnolpafhrc
research at a public middle school in Japan last
summel.

Janet Lee, u.onen's studies, OSU, published
Contrules nnd Pnrlrcts: The Slnred Li|es of Crcql
Hrfchitls nlrl Atuln Roc,est'er with Rowman and
Littlefield Press this winter.The book is a ioint
biograph,v of labor reformels and writers, American
Communist Iirty activists, and li[e-partners Cmce
Hutchins and Anna Rochester.

Denise Matthews, ;numaiism and communiLa
tion, has completed the documentaryvideo, Ro// on
Colt ibin-Woody Grthie artd the Botuteoillc PozLter
Atlntitlish'ntioit wrth colleague Mike Majdic. This
documentary is about the month that the American
iulk snnSwntcr.pent In I  c4 I wrif ints fwenry - si-\
sonF in thirty days.The documentary premiered to a
packed and appreciative Knight Library Browsing
Room audience and was shown ofi campus at the
BijouTheatre.

Deborah Olson,Violence, Gender, and Society
RIC, is the lead authoi on tlvo articles. "Gender
Differences in Supporled Emplo)'r'nent,"co-authored
with Andrea Cioffi and PaulYovanoff, University of
Oregon, and David Mank, lndiana Univerity, was
published this spring in the jonrnal Melltal Retarda-
trol The team has had another article,"Employers'
Perceptions of Employees with Menial Retardation,"
accepted in the /ornr.r I ofvocatiowl Rehabilitntian.

Judith Raiskiry woment studies, has received an
Oregon Humanities Center Teaching Fellowship for
2000 2001 to develop and teach"Literatures and
Cultures of the Pacilic lslands."ln connection with
the fellowship she has been awarded the Robert F
and Eve\m Nelson Wulf Professorship in the
Humanihes tbr teaching ethical issues. Research for
the course beBan last summer when Raiskin was
selected to participate in a National Endowment tor
the Humanities Institute at the University ol Hawai'i
on Pacific Island cultures.

James L. Rice, Russian and comparative
literafure, presented the guest lecfurc"Eros n
Dostoevsky! World," at the University of Delaware
(Newark) in April. A version of this paper was
presented in Russian and published by the Moscow
Humanities University last year, with research
support irom CSWS-

Nitza Schwabsky, Women and Leadership in
Education RiC, works on issues of gender equity for
the ministly oi education in lsrael and runs a class
for teachers called,"ls Gender Equity Possible or
MerelyEutopia?"

Marian Srnitlr, music. was co-kelnote speaket
(with Giannardrea Poesio of the University of Sulrey)
at a meeting oi the Scandinavian Dance History
Society in Copenhagen in January and gave the
address,"Music, Mime, and Meaningin the
Nineteenth-Century Ballet."



l(eynote Speech: The Bich,
the Poor, and American Politics

Frances Fox Piven
Wayne Morse Chair of Law and Politics
Crtv Universitv of New York

H ::,'.,'Ii,,:lJ;:.i.jij"i;l illlo
r.noclei of a country adapfing to
globaJDation, bul rather the impact

ofpoljrjrs. ,,1 clas.iic pulii ic{. the inrpaci .rfa
politics of a business class on a roll. Thefre
pacled smloth b; thc rveaknr*: of popular
opposition since lhe 1970s. Norv, the weakness
of popular opposition to this risc of business
politics in the Unitcd States is paftiy orved to
veq' longstanding features of Amedcan politics:
our fragmented, rveak political parties lvhich
privilege intcrcst groups; the rvcakncss of
organized labor Jrislorically and especially today;
ouf American political culturc whiclr has been
so susceptible h) arguments, I thjnk ml,stical
areitirrcnis, about thc necessan'porver of
n]arkets, \\'hich cannot be intcrfcred u.ith; and
also our popular political culturc, rvhiqh has
.r luar .  been p{ ' i :oncd by rac isrn and by our
scxual obsessions. ltk a slightlv nutty couniry,
1'ou knorv?

But to make this argument lct's look a€lain a
l i t l le  more c losc ly  at  the Unrted SlJ te i  as an
economic success story. It's lrllc that American
unemplolrnent levels are kl\ver than western
Europcan u nem l l l , ,vn ler l t  levr ' ls .  a l though that  i :
norv changing. Wcstern Europcan unenploy-
mcnt is going dixvn tairll'rapidly in countries
likc Stveden. It has already gone don n in [he
Ncthcrlands. Ancl it is true that Amcrican protit
lcvcls are up by more than 100 percent since
1990- And CEO pay is up since the .1960s by 481
pcrccnl -  lhats  i ruc l  S ign:  o i "cc, , r r , ,mic * r ic
cess."But averaAe rvorlers'\va F('5 despite ihe
boom are still down from the 1970s bv about ten
fercenl is l i l  .  despi te 'he bo ' 'n1.11. ,*  lo lvest  wagL'
rvorkcm are now seeing some increases in their
lrk(,-hon-c pav, but the ri.e is fcrllv qujte
modcst and it's occurring after a trvo-decade
pummeling rvhich itove the earningi; of low-
rvage rvorkers down. So there's onlv a ver.y'
modest recovery. Thc minimum wage is tvay
below what it was in the 1960s and someone
carninB the ntirrirnunr rvagc earn:. twenty-seven
pcrcent less than the poveriv level for a family of
three. And trventv percent of these low-wage
workers have no benefits at all.

So ivhat is this economic success? Well it
iooks something like this: overall the top one
percent of Americans now control forty-two
pcrcent of American wealth.That's a pattern
familiar to us ftom the baaana republics. Sixtv

The following exceryb are fiom preseniations at tq

perccnt of al1 gains in atlcr-lax incomc havc also
gone to the top one percenr. Ar.rc1 this also
contrasts with western Europc rvhcrc thctc has
nt-' i  becn this k;rd of incrcase in earnirg-
inequalih'or rvealth ineclualitr; just as thcre has
not bcen thc thil in l'ascs rll-rich \\'c scL' in thc
Unitcd Stat!.s.

Plenary: Wo*ing Out of Poveily?
Bandy Albelda
Universitv ot lvlassachusetts, Boston
; f  -  r , , t  thJL  th ( '  r ' t ,  ' l l t  ' r -  J r , 'n  t  l i ' l l
I  readli i t 's that the' iobs atc-n'l
mother-reaclt'. What c1o I nrcan [.r'
t irat? I rncan that t lr is is.-i matcll
made i r ' '  he l l .  f l r rnk  dLr , r r r  t t . \ r ru ' t r . ' a

lorv-wage emplorer. \\ 'hat clrr rrrri r lant?\btt
$'ani that worker \\,h() can .lci i\.f thr' \ idc() at
four o'clock in the aftern( )( )r 'r. \ ( )u'rc- i ln c'rrPl,^er
in the hotel industrr, ' , thc scmcc inrlu\tn; thc
retaiL industry !ou ].ant rvorkcls t-ho att '
unbelievablv flexible. This rveek thel can rr,ork
Tuesdav \A/cdnesdari, and Frida\; and nL'xt \\'eek
thev can work N,londa\,, Tucsdar; an.1 \\'ctinc'stla1
at all different hours.You wanl an incrccliblr'
t lexiblc labor f,rrce on heck attcl .all tr lrctt \r 'u
need ihi 'nr, at relativc 1 lr\\ \v.r8cs. WlrJt (1, '
mothers need in jobs? Mothers need the exact
opposite. Mothers need lo knon rvhcn ther,are
r,vorking, which hours ilro are norking rr,hich
da,vs of the week they arc n'orking.lVhy? Thev
need to know where thcir children are going k)
be. Furthermore, they nccd morc incornc than
other people because thcl' har'e to suppq i those
children. So this match in thc lorv-wage labor
market and moihers rvith l,otrng children is the
match made in hell.

Jared Bernslein
Economic Policy lnstitute, Washington, D.C.
rrhat I rvoultl like to do is think
f, more broa.llt about thc klr-rvage
iabor markct ancl talk about two
strains of thought that I've picked up
from the confcrence so far. Trvo

competing thoughts go somcthing like this:
rvhen the political svstem brings vou a big lemon



, ruid politier
year's Wo*, Illelfare, and Polilics conference.

like welfare reform, do you makc lcmonadc rvith
it or do -you iust rcject the premisc? Do \ou tn
b work within the st'stem to think about
policies that rvill help make rvelfarc rekl m
actually work, or do you try to essentialh reversc.
that decision and come up witl.r something
beiter? Many pcople may ihink that is a falst
dichotom),; that's the first thing I thor-rght: rvell,
vou do both. But I'm not surc Vou can, because
those of us, and I put mvself in this camp, \\,hLr
are searching firr policv solutitrtls are essentiallv
trling lo makc lvelfare retirmr rvork for singlc.
morns and oihcrs in the lorv rvagc labor narkci
who are suffering al lhe hands of this inequi-
table program. If you're trying to makc it r{ork,
thcn I think you have to at least rcalizc thc
potential that )'ou are tr''ing to leam to live rrith it.

Carol Slack
Universily 0f Calif ornia, Berkeley
rnost of the kids rvho rr,e obsen'ecl
l l l  who were making. anv progress
toward escapc from minimum wagc
rvork rvere succeeding not in schotrl
but in the work placc.

In fact. manv of them tailecl to nakc mucfr
pro;;ress at woik or school until thel finallv gale
up on school-shoved school io lh!. back
burner-and focused their encrgics on thcir lob.
They were not happv to leave school, thev rr'ere
not choosing a career ihat cxcitcd them, tl.re\
rvere cuttine their losses. And rr'lr('n rhcr'.r,i
their losses, the only image thcr hal ,'r I ciear
traiectorv is a career rrack that leads tlom
minimum wage to entry-level crcrv jobs,
rhrough poorly paid lorv-level management
jobs, toward some level of managerial job. Thev
are in a Dickle in that the costs and benefits of
rvork and school and school and rvork are sadlr'
entangled. So coming of age in urban America
abounds in perolexities and somc of thosc
perpledties are-that poor families with norking
kids vrho are trying hard, trying manl' routes out
r'rf poverty, end up seeing thcir kids rvorking thc
same dead-end jobs right next to them.

Plenary: The llew Wellare Policies
and Poverty in the U.S.

Gheri Honkala
Kensington Welfare Rights Union,
Phlladephia
lIc are organizing fol porver in this
t countn', not for pitl'. \4/e are
organizing to find our ()wn voices
. t t t . i  l ,  '  11rc61 en  6 t r , r tvn  bcha lve . .

\\. l lon't \\ 'ant a bigger and better rvelfare
p()g.an, \\'e \vant an elil'nination of poverty,
hunger, and honclcssness jn the Unitcd States
,,1 Amcri(a. And rve Lnrlv believe that this i>

l..,rssible, that rve ale not crazy, that we are living
in a period of histttry where our Llream Ls attain
able. \\'e have been far too passive as a people in
tl'ris counhl. \ /c have been nnorganized to deal
rl i th a crisis that coniinues to grow daily. Now
it's n() kxgcr the story of the Cadil lac Queen
lhat $ e're clealing rvith, and no, I 'n] sorry to sav
thc problem is much bigger than thc \\,elfare
recipienls. A third of humaniqv is now being
ti)rced to live on less than a dollar day. And over
sixt\'-seven percent of the people rvho requested
enrergencl'tbod this last year worked.They
rleren't on the dole. And 44 percent of the
homcless this vcar hacl jobs.Thcy rvorkcd a1l day
l, rng ancl thcn lhcl' hacl no place to go back to
in.1 call horre. And the polarization between
rrealth and povcrtv is at a criminal lcvel.The
crisis in America krclay clearlf involves me and
cach and evcn, onc of you.

Adolph Reed
New School for Social Research,
New York

1ii(.0, bccausc that consensus rested on an
unslable agreemcnt not to debate slavery just as
the current bi partisan consensus rests on not
challenging corporate rule and not speaking of
thc class d1namics that shape the public agenda
ancl its effects on people. The second-party
sr,stcm collapsed rvhen slavery inevitably
cruptcd. And I think that points to rvhat we need
to do.The kev is that \,ve have to find ways to
orqanize and to build solidarity around interests
that are shared broadly among all kinds of
people rvho are seen in the minds of fhe corpo-
rate elile and the ruling class as workers,
rvhether they arc' thcmsclves rvorking or nol.
What that means is strxggling to create a new
clifferent, and bnrader notion of who the rvorking
class is ancl rvho rvorking people arc.

IA4!I A n('thcr analow with cornmon bi
E4 il par,,san con>ensus come5 ro mrno,
7' and thal s the tri pdrtlsan consen$ts
7 of thc so-called second-party svstem
tha t reigncd in national politics froni t8i8 io



C,EWS Et rff Kudos
Cynthia Adams, research associatc, will serve as

the principal investigator for a National Institute on
Aging fFant for her study,'Age, Cender, and So(iai
Context Effects on Narrative Recall."Thc study
examines agc and gender ciifierences in narrative
recall under the iniluen.e oi ditferent social contexts.
Also, Adams is a co-author (with Nanry Fugate
Woods and Ellen Mitchell from thc Univcrsity of
Washington) on a paper in press in the journal
M?r/oprilrs.. The paper,"Memory Functioning Among
Midlife Women: Observations from the Seattle
Longitudinal Slud)t"compares perceivcd memory
lunctioning ol women of diilerent menopausal
staBes, and assesses the relationship betwcen
perceived memory functioning and education, mood,
health, and stress.

SherylThorbum Bird, lesearch associate, gave a
poster presentation at the R)pulation Association of
America annualmeeting in Los AnBeles in March
and received a Postcr Award (one of two that were
given among tiity). The title was"Mother's Relation
ship Characteristics and Risk oi Low Infant Birth
Weight Data from the 1995 National Survey of
Familv Crowth."Bird's co-authors were Anjani
Chandra from the National Center for Health
Statistics, Trude Dennett from the University oi North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and S. Marie Harvey o[
CSWS. In addition, Bird gave tlvo presentaLions at
the annual Psvchosrrial Workshop that is held iust
before the PAA meeting.

Jan Emersor! research associatc, has edited, with
Hugh Feiss, Irldg?ni,E Hcm,ai iil thr Middlc Agcs: A
Book oIEssovs, pr-rblished by Garland- It includes
Emerson's essali"Harmony, Hierarchy, and the
Senses in theVision ofTundal"and"The Sexual Body
in Dante's Celestial I)radise"by Feminist Humani-
tie:' lroiect cu-director Gina Psaki of the Depart-
ment ot Romance Languages and Literatures. In
addition, Emerson presented'A Poetry of Science:
The Lile and Works ol Hildegard of Bingen"at Ilcitic
University in Forest Grove and at St. Maty's
Episcopal Church in Eugene as part of the Oregon
Council tor the Humanities Chautauqua lecture
series. Both events were part ol March women's
history month celebrations.

S. Marie Harvey, director of rescarch, and
C),nthia Adams have completed the interactivc CD-

ROM titled"Menopause: A Multimedia Cuide for
Midlite Women,"which was produced with Oregon
Center for Applied Science and tunded by the
National Institute on AginF.

Shirley Marc, of[ice manager, parhcipated in a
conference on"The l's_vchoiogy oi Health, immuniry
and Diseasc,"sponsored by the National lnstitute for
the Clinical Application of Beha\aoral Nledicine in
December. Marc gave presentations based on the
conierence at both the Health RIG and midliic/
menopause subg;roup meetinF in Januan'.

Nancy Leeper, CTR geogaph_v was awarded the
2000 George andViola Hoffman Award for Research
in Eastern Europe by theAssociation ofAmerican
Ceoglaphers in April. Research ior her project,
"Bridging the Divide: Women's Associations m
Macedonian Peace Processes,"will take place in
Mrcedonia during the 2000 200lacademicvear.

Beth Hege Piatote, research assistant, received
the gold arrard tbr feature writing in the Council tor
theAdvancement and Support of Education District
VIII Juried Awards competition ior her article,
"Diversity,"which appeared last tall in O,"c8o,
Q nrlerl!.

These girlsuterc catght in a ueh offlu uhen nrnfuers oflhe
Wired Hutuanities Prcject Sauc a u'orkshop ott usitrg tht
Ittcnet d tiltsTake Out Da ghtcrctaWa* dalt oI Apil27.

Computer Questions? We're Here to Help
rf he staff of rhe Wired Humanities Project will be available Monday through Friday from 3:00
I to 5:00 p.m. for free walk-in rraining and suppofi in using new technologies for humanities

teaching and research. During these open house hours, project staff can help you use a variety
oF nroqr. :mc inch rd ino'

Adobe Photoshop, Macromedia Dreamweaver, Macromedia Authorware, Macromedia
Director, FileMaker, Endnote, ProCite, Textb dge, Microsoft Excef Microsoft Word,
Appleworks, Frontllage200O, Power Point, and more. Staff members can also help you make
and edit web pages, scan images, and use a digital camera. The office is equipped with boih
Windows and Mac platforms.

If you prefer, you can make an appointment in advance by calling the \4rFlP staff at 346-
5771.The Wired Humanities Project is located in the UO Annex, 876 E. 12th Avenue (behind
the bookstore), Room 4 on the first floor Our virtual home is http://flp.uoregon.edu/.



Thking Nature Seriously
J n Fcbnran 2ilt)1. CS\\/S rr i l l  tr 'rr fr)rces \\ ' i th t lre. College oiArts ancl Scienccs, the Oregon
I Hu nranities Centel a nd rr-r 't ral other uni\ crsit l LlL.parhrc]rts i l t sl lonsoring Tnkltrg Nnturr
Sariouslrl: CiLiznts, Scicttcc, utul Etti, irotulrr 'nl, .r national conf-ercnce clcsigned to builcl briclges
behvccn the sciences, social scicnces, anrl hunrlnit ics, as l,cl l as betrveen acadenics ancl
activists.The main goais oi thc cor.ricrr.nce ar. ' tLr l 'oster clialog that engages the pracrical and
theorclical challer.rges of " taking n.rtr-rr! '  sL.rit )u\i\. " t() i lhrlninatc thc value of interdisciplinan
ancl inter-comnunitv collaL.roratiLrn, an.l h, cn\i ' i()r.r nen moclels o[ scholarship ancl policv that
can ntovLr us beyondculturalh consiruatr.. l [. lrriers. Kerrtote spcakcrs include Drrnn" Harurunti
Richard Lovontin, Anclreu, Pickcring. a n.l \ 1i n ( ) 'Bdcn. Thc clcacll ine for abslrac ts is June 15,
2000. For morc information scnLl E r.nail t() t irs(o cla rkni ng.uoreeon.cdu, call (541) 346-5399, or
visit the wcb sitc at http://clalkrrins.uore'grrn.trlul-tns

Hot Topics for Summer School
Q ex. scrcrrc. .  corncLl\ ' .  ,r 'd t l r(  '  ,1. ' .x aru
L_ , r , tm  nq  t l tC  t r ' p tC :  I n  c ' r l l r - r  , i l l | n r ] s \  r r l
thc Womcn's Sludies Progranr this surrner..
Don't It i iss vour opporiunit! t() ! ' \plor! 'r.re\\
ideas through these excitinc classes:
o Scicncc, Technologl; anrl Ccr-rdcr
. Girl Culture: Identitv anrl Litc.racr
.  Fernr lc r r rd  Mr r l r i cu l t r r r . r l  l c t . l , c ( r i \ ; r  ' n  \ l . l r r
. Feminist Theolo[iies

R. rce . r - .1  Cer rder  in  Cor  te :nporan
Horror Film
What a Laughl \{omen in Con.redl
\\''omt.n ancl the Porver of Sexual Fantasv
\\bmcn, Disabil it\ ' ,  and Fenrinism
\\irmen's Folk Art: Traclitions ancl
Nlalcrial Culture

For morc infbnnation, contaci ihe
\\irnen's Stuclics Program at (541) 346-5529.

Thctc u\B na shatay of dis.rJsri)rl ,rl lir.ltrir(. hi.llt't,. tt l I\litirs.ontitr\].(



1999 Fall Research Support Grants
By Meredith Roberts Branch

/-rSWS au,ardcd cight rc\c.rfch suppori grants during the fali tunding o'clc. \\ 'c extend
\- congratulations hr oLrf cight awatdccs.The recipients, anounts rcccivcrl, anrl lTrof.rosal
titles follorv:

Maram Epsteiry assisiant prof.cssor, East Asian languages and litcraturL's: $6,{)l){)-"N4ay it
please the court: Gencler ancl narrative in late-imperial Chincsc legal cliscoursc."Through
atchival research in Beij ing, Epstcin rvil l  examine horv much the rl.tcioric anel . lctails of legal
cases overlaps $'itlr genderecl s\.rnbolic ancl aesthetic themes in fiction. This t\pe' r11 1i,"ru,a'
analrsis $'i l l  help determinc. ho\{, to interpret these texts in thc rcconstnlcti(r] {)i s()cial histolx

Scott Harris, graduatc student, sociology: $1,000-"The social conshuctirn oi equalih': The
case of marriage and bevoncl." ln his dissertation work, Harris hopes to rliscovcr thc rrnderlying
social processes through rvhich lhc nolion of equality is constmclecl. He rr,i l l  cxanline this
concept bv anahzing hr)\y different scholars have defined and measurecl nrarital inecluality'and
through intewieu's rvith a small sample of married inclividuals.

Pissamai Homchampa, graduate sludent, anthropologv: $1,985-"Self-care practices
among industrial workers in Thailancl: Gcndered knorvledge and perceptions of health and
wellness in the factory sctling."Through inieruiews, observation, and hcalth assessments,
Homchampa wil l explore thc. relatiorrship among gendet socioeconomic fackls, t laiiy l i fe
activit ies, health promoiion, sclf-care practices, and health status among industial rvolkers in
Thailand. Her project \\ ' i l l  denronstrate the inportance of self care in the enrerging tlcJti ot
irrdustrial health practices, and acldress horv industrial workers negotiatc social conclilions and
lifesh4e factors in delenrining their health.

Naiia Hyder, gracluatc stucient, international studies: $2,000-"Thc impact of structural
adjustment policies on violence against women in Pakistan." Hvcler's projtct rri l l  cxplore the
affect of local implementalion of foreign economic poLicies on rvom!.n's socir'tal role in Paki
stan. Through ethnographic profi les ancl analyses of nationrsicle statistical trcnds i11 labor force
participafion and violence against lvomen, Hyder wil l examine the sexual violcnce that many
womcn experience lvhen thev cnter lhe public sphere.

Jason Quiring ancl Kristin Penza, gradr-rate siudents, psycholopX': $1,4tiS-"Stress sensili-
zation as a preclictor of thc relationship belween life events ancl major clepr cssion." Quiring
and Penza will examine the relalionship between negative life evenls anrl major clcpressivc
disorder in women usinc stress scnsitization as a model. The model thcorize's that individuals
become sensitized to tha Iife stressors, which in iurn precipitate depressivc episoclcs.

Karen Rasmussery graduate student, internalional studies; $1,848-'An assessment of
methods of micro-credit in rural Cambodia."Rasmussen's research wil l focus on micro-crcdit
progams in Cambodia, a country in lvhich over half of thc householtls arc hcaclccl bv rvomen
*.idorved during the twenty ycars of civil rvar. During her fieJd research in Camb,,tlia, shc' rvill
compare different methods of micro-credit being used and their succes:i at e'nrporlcring
rvomen and decreasing poverly.

Arlene Steiry assistant profcssor, sociology: $6,000-"Sex, fear, and kraihins in an Amcri-
can communiLr*." Siein wil l r.rse this gant to complete her book, an cthnographic studY of a
srnall Oreson town that was thc site of a divisive battle over homosexualitv in 1993-9.1.
Through participant observations, in-depth interyiew' and archival rcscarah Stcin \vrites about
her understanding of the conflicl, i ts impact upon ordinary cit izens, and thc str.rteFes that
lvere used to diffusc the situaiion.

Lea lA4ll iams, graduate siudent, comparative l iterature: $1,500-"Writing on all fronls:
Gender, nationalism, and the literature of war."Williams's project cxamincs twcntieth century
women's war writings, and expkrres how cultural and political beliefs ancl conccplions of
gender shape a writer's recital of her memory. By studying texts from differcnt national litera-
tures and periods in this ccntury Williams will develop a rich discr.tssion of trauma and horv the
language of witnessing in the tweniieth century has been affected bv war ancl genocicle.
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Sustaining a Place of Permanence
By Judith Musick, Associate Director

f his spring, I rvil l  assumt.,ltnerslrip of thc horrsc ihat Hannah ancl I have rented for the

I past f, 'ur veals. This \c.r\ i '  In also rlarks nl bir.thclari Ha:rnah's birthclay, my mother's
sevent_v-fif lh birihdar', ancl the tenth annilcrsan of mv husbancl's cleath.This is the heacly stuff
that runs through mv brain as I rlatch thc spring garelen conlc to l ifc'and realize that I may be
here-in rhis physical spacc-for the rest oi m\ l i ic.

How I feel about"mr' ' garde'n has elenlhing lo cb l ith mt' sensc o[ self and, up unti l nou'
as a renlet nr1'feelings of inl,crnanence. A pcrsonal gatclcn is a place rvhcre rve can feel
Iirnitecl control regarcllc.ss oi r\.hcther \r 'e o\\ 'n it. It 's a s!'tt ir.rg tlrat invites us to apply our labor,
on our own tenrs, and rvher.e, rrith luck, rle lill be able rr.itness sornc of the results in tangible
ancl glorious form. It is also a place upon rvhich $'e can pnrject and create or:r imagined and

desirecl futures.
This is a mctaphor for n hat I believe manv rvomen have expcricnced as academics. For

reasons of famih', e'conomics, €lcographli and cliscrimination in hiring and promotion, many
women have not been able to pursue their careers in traditional ways-we have been renters
rather than owners. Moving from one place io the next, buiLcling and then losing colleagues
and rcsearch proglams, and laking jobs in and out of the academy makes accurnulaling
scholarly expertise ancl the requisite professional currcncy diff icult if:rot impossible. We a]l
know thal acaclemic careers antl knorvledge require tine kr build anc1, fi)r the builders, at least
the i l lusion of Dermancncc.

Gardens-like jobs-give us sorne feeling of sat-etv ancl control.Tir believe that lve $.ill have
a gartlen (or job) krng enough to start somcthing antl scc it bcar fruit shapcs the choices we
makc. Like the nomadic gardener of ancient Persia rvho coulcl takc her omate carpet (garden)

from one place to the next, the scholar can takc hcr \\ork \\,ith hcr t() any nerv venue. But if lve
rvant scholars kr devclop thcir l.ork here, at the Uni\'!.rsitv of C)regon, rve need to create these
same conditions for orvnership ancl investment.

This is rvhat William Harris gave us in 
.1983. 

He gavc us sufiicient funcls to establish a place
of quasi-permanence for feminist scholars and scholarship. Thanks to Harris's gift and the
vision of rhe founders, lhe center is a placc rvhere thcu]ty ancl graduale students can invest
their labor; experiment with nerv materials, desip;n unique programs, and project their desired
fuiures. Future gifts add to this crit icallv imporiant scnsc of permanence and ensure not just

the quality of our rvork but that it will last and be broaclly and c'ffectiveiy shared.

- - - - - l

CSWS Publications Order Form
Please send me a ccrpv oi lhlrrlr.g fiarrilics; Tlte Stotr: ofOrcgort's Frtarilics. Enclosed is rny check for
$12 per copv made pavable t() "Ur)/CS\\'S."

Please put me on the CS\\'S mailing list hr receive ne\\'slcttL'rs, conference brochures, and other
announccmcnts.

Please note mv change oi address bt'lorr

I rvould like to make a dr)nation. .-\mount cncl)scd
Pleasc make vour check palable to the'Lni\ersih oi ()rci lon Foundation/CSWS."

Name-

Address--.

city. st.rte. ziP

E-m.ti l Addres- {, ,ptI rnrl\



ride Sargasso Sea
Critical Edition of Je an Rhls's Wdr .Snr3asso Sea

By Judith Raiskin, associate professor,
women's studies and English

ecause I havc long admilcd the rvork oI
no \c l i s tJean Rhr , '  { l  f ,  ' cusc . l  r ,n  l rc r  in

mv book on Creole rvomen rvriicrs in lhe
Caribbean and South Atlica IN'linncsota
Press, 19961), I greatlt cnio\acl ccliting a
critical edition of her novel lvrd{'Sd/grsso -srfl
for both scholarlv anel classroom usc. lcart
Rhv<,  a nal ivc o[  Dotn in icr ,  r r r , r t t 'Wrd '
Sai-,qasso -Sca as a rerision oi Charlrtte
Bronte'sJare Eyrz focusing hcr novcl not on
Jane trut on Bertha, thc Jamaican macl-
woman locked in the aitic of an English
nanor house- Wdtten ovcr lhc corlrsc of
l\ventv-one l'cars and publlslrcd 1n 1966,
Widt Snrgasso Saa was immediately recog-
nized as a central novcl for lhosc interesled
in colonialism, Caribbcan crLlturc, racc, ancl
li,onren's rvriting, It is set in Jamaica and
Dominica betrveen 1839 and 1845 and
describes a ivorJd of changing porver

relations arnong ihc English, thc Creoles, ihe
free peopie of col,rr, arrd tlre nerr,ll'emanc-

in undeGlanding thc hisiorical background,
regional ancl cultural rcfclcnccs, anci Creole
ancl French phrascs nc'ccssan,ii l  a fuJl
appreciation ol th!'novel. hr addition t() Lhe
annotated text, I includcd gctlcr()r.ls cxcetpts
from Rh-vs's cone sp{)r'rdcncc cluring the
nove l ' s  I . , rng  cvo l t t r i ( \n ,  rc lc \ .  1 t  Fa 'saFc\  " f
larc Evrc, and lhc authot's a LrioLriograPhical
i i lpressions of grorvirrg u1.. irr [)olt itntca.
After reading huntllc.!-ls ()t arti l lcs on ti-re
no\€l, I incllded th,c.l\c lhat intfr)ducc
rcaders to i lrc crit ical dclratcs ihat this shoft
u''crrk has inspilecl. Arrong the critics in-

paied slaves.'fhc novel is consitierccl a
i i te ra ry  masrcrp i rcc  ro r  i l s  s i l l rp l ( ' vc t  r i l . l l
language and iis inn(tvativc nanative sh'ttctute.

For this Norton Critical Eciition, I glosseei
the text wiih annotalions that assist rcadets
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